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Cold Weather Rule in Effect Oct. 1st to April 30th 
Regardless of payment history, residential customers who have trouble paying your utility bills are 
eligible for the Minnesota Cold Weather Rule. Your utility cannot disconnect your residential 
electrical services if you meet the following requirements: 

1. Utility disconnection would affect the customer’s primary heat source. 

2. The customer has declared inability to pay on forms provided by the utility. 

3. The household income of the customer is at or below 50% of the state median household 

income, as documented by the customer to the utility and the customer’s account is current for 
the billing period immediately prior to October 15 or the customer has entered into a payment 
schedule for 2021-2022.          

CALL (218)643-4681 to work out a payment schedule 

Household 

Size 

3-Month 

Income 

1 $8,809 

2 $11,520 

3 $14,230 

4 $16,941 

5 $19,651 

6 $22,362 

Cold Weather Rule Income 

Guidelines 

Breckenridge Public Utilities will be offering  

This would be an average of your utility bill over 
a 12-month period and set average monthly bills 
(more details to be mailed directly to your home) 

ARE YOU INTERESTED???? 
Just fill out this form and return it with your 
payment.  

Name: ______________________________   

 

Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________ 

 

Account Number: ______________________ 

 
Caulk Around Windows & Doors: check for gaps between the door or window 
frames, if you see light or feel a draft, reapply caulk or weather-stripping. Also, 
check the bottom of the doors and replace door sweep if broken or missing.  
Test Your Sump Pump: Slowly pour several gallons of water into the sump pit to 
see whether the pump turns on. You should do this every few months. 
Tune Up Your Heating System: have a technician inspect your furnace or heat 
pump to be sure the system is clean and in good repair for top-efficiency. Also, 
don’t forget to replace the air filter. 
Check the Roof: look for damaged, loose, or missing shingles that may cause 
leakage. 
Clean the Gutters: clogged gutters can cause water to back up against the house 
and damage roofing, siding and wood trim that may lead to leaks. 
Turn Off Exterior Faucets: un-drained water in pipes can freeze, which will cause 
pipes to burst. Start by disconnecting all garden hoses and draining the water that 
remains in faucets. 
Reverse Your Ceiling Fans: run blades in a clockwise direction after you turn on 
your heat to create an updraft to push hot air downward. 
Check Your Alarms: experts recommend replacing batteries in smoke alarms 
twice a year, and replacing the alarm if the device is more than 5 yrs. old. If you 
don’t have a carbon monoxide detector, purchase one before the winter months, 
especially if you heat your home with natural gas. 
Mulch Leaves When You Mow: mow your leaves instead of raking them in the 
fall. When the mulched leaves decompose, it nourishes your lawn over the winter. 
Divert Water: add extensions to downspouts so that water runs at least 3 to 4 
feet away from the foundation. 
Remove any dead trees/branches: reduce the risk of damage to your home or 
property as a result from falling limbs. 
Inspect your property: remove any junk or debris from your yard and around the 
foundation. 
Clean your dryer vent: pull out your dryer, disconnect the vent & remove it from 
your wall and dryer. Clean out the lint, since it is a fire hazard. 
Install a programmable thermostat: to increase energy efficiency. This is an easy 
way to lower the temperature when you are gone and at night. 

Preparing your home for any season is always important! 

FALL is Time to WINTERIZE 

DO NOT PUT  
GRASS CLIPPINGS  

-or- LEAVES  
ON THE STREET!  

This can end up in the storm drain &  
become an added expense for all of us.  

Grass Clipping & Leaf Drop Off Site is  
located at Pope Street. Turn south at  

Favorites Deli off Minnesota Ave.  
(No bags, cardboard boxes or branches)  

Tree Branch Drop Off Site is located  
3 miles north on Highway 9, turn right after 

the Head of the Red Trap Club, 
3/4 mile to the east, site is on right side.  

**ONLY tree branches, leaves & grass clippings 



YES, I WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO HEATSHARE 
I want to give my neighbors the gift of heat this winter season 

Name___________________________________________________________  

Address_____________________________ City/State/Zip_________________  

Signature__________________________________________   Date_________ 

Utility Co. Breckenridge Public Utility  Account #_________________________  

Please make a check payable to HeatShare. Cut out and send this HeatShare coupon with the 

utility payment to the Breckenridge Public Utilities. Thank You!  

For more information contact Lori G. at (218)643-4681  
or lgefre@breckenridgemn.net 

HeatShare is a utility-sponsored fuel fund to assist  
families in crisis in paying their heat bill. 

You can help make a difference in the lives of  
your neighbors here in Breckenridge.  

Contributions are tax deductible and may be sent along with 
your regular payment to the Breckenridge Public Utilities. 

For more information, Contact Breckenridge Public Utilities at (218)643-4681 or the  
Salvation Army at 1-651-746-3542 www.heatshare.org  

Also pay by credit card online at  https://donate.salvationarmyusa.org 

Put food coloring in 
your toilet tank. If it 
seeps into the bowl 

without flushing, 
there’s a leak. Fix it & 
start saving gallons. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO….  
AFTER HOURS  
UTILITY OUTAGES 
 

Utility outages such as water main 
breaks and electric outages don’t  
always occur Monday through Friday 
from 8 to 5.  
 

Should you experience a utility outage 
after hours or any time during the 
weekend, please CALL Breckenridge 
Police Department Dispatch at (218)
643-5506. Explain the situation and 
someone will be out to work on the 
problem.  

For a list of Local Happening visit  
www.breckenridgemn.net/local-happenings 

 Got Drugs? Most abused prescription drugs come from family & friends.  

You could be a drug dealer & not even know it.  

There is a safe way to dispose of your unused prescription drugs. Visit the prescription drug 
drop box inside the lobby of the Wilkin County Law Enforcement Center, 515 Dacotah Ave.,  

Breckenridge. The lobby is open 24 hours a day-every day! Instructions for disposal are on the drop box.  

 Ask us about a $25 rebate! 

Make the SMART choice. 
Nearly half of the average U.S. household energy bill is for heating and cooling 

– that’s more than $900 a year. An ENERGY STAR® certified smart thermostat 

will automatically adjust the temperature settings in your home to help you 

save money and stay comfortable. Smart thermostats can be controlled 

through your smartphone, and provide equipment and temperature data you 

can track and manage. 

For more information or for lot details, visit www.breckenridgemn.net or  
Breckenridge City Hall (218)643-1431  

 


