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Pursuant to due call and proper notice thereof, a meeting of the Breckenridge City Council was 
held on August 18, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers, Breckenridge, Minnesota.  
 
Members Present:   Mayor Russell Wilson; Council Members Beth Meyer, Jim Jawaski, Evie Fox, 
Brooks Klinnert, Chris Vedder, and Scott Wermerskirchen.  City Administrator Sydney 
Wiertzema and City Attorney Jason Butts. 
 
Members Absent: None. 
 
Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Council Member Meyer moved to approve the agenda along with separating 5E – Motion 
approving a quote from Hi-Way Service in the amount of $55,998.00 for 2-2025 Polaris Rangers 
for Vector Control (paid out of the Vector Control Fund) and labeling it 5.1.  Seconded by 
Council Member Vedder and carried unanimously. 
 
Open Discussion:  

• Chief Karlgaard acknowledged Officer Ryen Drews.  It is his one-year anniversary as a 
Breckenridge Police Officer (Part-Time and Full-Time).  He also recognized Ethan 
Karlgaard who started as a Police Cadet on July 1, 2025.  He stated that a cadet’s 
responsibilities include addressing public nuisance issues, enforcing pardon violations, 
and responding to a number of different types of calls.  Chief listed all the calls that 
Ethan has responded to.  He said that the Cadet program is a huge asset to the City and 
because of everything that Ethan has done, it takes a lot off his plate, as well as the 
other officers, and keeps the police department from getting complaints on those types 
of calls. 

• Dale Anderson was in to talk about the school.  He said if we were going to tear down 
the school, why don’t we put in some public housing.  He also said that we need to be 
looking at the school system and why the kids are leaving our school district 
 

Motion by Council Member Meyer to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Fox and carried unanimously.  The Consent Agenda included the following: 
 

A. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting on August 
4, 2025, and the minutes of the closed meeting on July 21, 2025 

B. Motion approving a Raffle Permit for St. Mary of the Presentation Church. 
C. Motion approving a Raffle Permit for the Touchdown Club (Breckenridge 

Football Booster Club). 
D. Motion approving a Bingo License for Cowgirl Volleyball Booster Club. 
F/   Motion approving the Meetings & Event List. 
 

5.1 – Motion approving a quote from Hi-Way Service in the amount of $55,998.00 for 2-
2025 Polaris Rangers for Vector Control (paid out of the Vector Control Fund).  Motion 
by Council Member Vedder to approve and vote for the two Rangers for Vector Control.  
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Seconded by Council Member Wermerskirchen.  Discussion as follows: Beth said that 
she is not against buying the Rangers.  She is against paying full price for them.  she said 
that she went on Facebook Marketplace and found five or six of them, 2018-2024, for 
half the price.  She understands that they need the windshield and AC but that we 
should look a little longer to see if we can get them a little cheaper.  Another member 
said that if you buy a used one, you most likely will not get a warranty with it.  It will also 
be used with other departments, not just Vector.  Motion to approve the purchase to 2 
new Rangers: Scott-No, Chris-Yes, Jim-Yes, Brooks-No, Evie-Yes, Beth-No.  Mayor Russ 
was the deciding vote.  He voted No.  Council Member Meyer motioned to table the 
purchasing of the 2 Rangers until the next City Council meeting.  Seconded by Council 
Member Klinnert and carried unanimously. 

 
Amy Peruse, Teamsters Union representative, and Sergeant Barta were present to talk about a 
grievance from Cayden.  In January, Cayden was promoted from Officer to Sergeant.  He asked 
if his step increase would be in January or May.  He said that he was told in May.  When May 
came, he never received it.  Council Member Wermerskirchen explained that when an 
employee takes a new position, that becomes their new anniversary date.  Sydney said that she 
has 2 spreadsheets that she looks at, for wages, for budgeting.  It shows when everyone will get 
their step increases so she can start doing her budgeting in the summer.  She also said that if 
we would have done this for Cayden, we would have had to budgeted/planned for it.  We also 
would have had to do it for the other officer that was made Sergeant.  This also opens us up to 
any other City employee, in the past, that would have been in a certain similar situation.  
Council Member Wermerskirchen motioned to deny Sergeant Barta’s grievance.  Seconded by 
Council Member Klinnert and carried with Member Vedder voting against the motion.  The 
grievance will now be going to arbitration. 
 
Along with the meeting salary list, Council Member Vedder offered Resolution No. 13527-
44/2025, “A RESOLUTION APPROVING BILLS AND CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY OF 
BRECKENRIDGE, MINNESOTA,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by Council Member 
Meyer and carried unanimously.   
 
Superintendent Kristie Sullivan – Draft MoU- Superintendent Sullivan could not make it to the 
meeting.  A draft MoU was also presented to the Council members.  Council Member Vedder 
said that once we take over the elementary school, who knows what is going to happen after 
that.  We will have to pay to demolish it, and the citizens will be burdened with it.  She wished 
that the school would have come to us 6 months ago so they could have looked into things 
then.  Council Member Meyer said that no one knows what is going to happen with the school 
down the road.  It is hard to make a decision about the future (3 years down the road).  It was 
asked to Sydney, if we were to take this on, what are we looking at for bonding?  How can we 
pay for, worst case scenario, a $2 million teardown and a $1.2 million street assessment/street 
project that we would have to put in so that those lots could be developed?  We are still paying 
for the 2012 & 2015 bonds but they should be paid in 2-3 years so this would replace our old 
bond.  Council Member Wermerskirchen motioned to approve the MoU with the Daily 
Newspaper putting in that if the citizens vote passes, there is a $2 million plus demo in the 



3 
 

future that the City may have to deal with.  Seconded by Council Member Jawaski and carried 
with Member Vedder voting against the motion. 
 
Council Committee Reports: 
 

A. Finance – None. 
B. Public Works – Removal of some trees, gave bid to Chop Chop, working on the trees in 

the dike system when they can get in there, starting to set up the flood walls just in case 
they are needed. 

C. Personnel – Grievance was discussed. 
D. Police – None. 
E. Others as needed – LEC Committee; Special Assessments, Active Living, Arts Council, 

Library –None. 
 

Staff Reports: 
 

A. City Administrator – Working on the budget. 
B. City Attorney – Working on processing THC issues with the state, easement with the 

City for flood properties, a lot of hearings. 
C. Director of Public Services – None.    
D. Building Official/Codes – Yards and nuisances. 
E. Chief of Police – Cadet program is going very well! Hoping to get more cadets in the 

future. Chief is very proud of all the officers and how well they conduct themselves. 
Reminder that the Fair starts this week on Thursday.  Thanked all the Council 
Members, the Mayor, City leaders, and everyone else for all of their support with 
the police department as well as the Cadet program. 

 
Mayor’s Comments: None. 
 

Other Comments: Beth asked if there could be more notice when water was going to be shut 

off.  It was noted that in her neighborhood, it was an unforeseen incident, the valve broke that 

morning.  Scott thanked the Police Department for everything that they have done for the City. 

Motion by Council Member Jawaski to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Vedder and carried unanimously. 
   

 

           __________                                   

ATTEST:     RUSSELL WILSON, Mayor 

       

SYDNEY WIERTZEMA, City Administrator 


